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Recruitment is important information for explaining structure and dynamics of marine benthic communities.
Although there are many studies on bryozoan ecology in several regions of the world, studies on marine
bryozoans in Thai waters are limited. Settlement panel experiments were used to study bryozoan
recruitment on coral reefs at Mu Ko Surin, Phang Nga Province during 2012-2016. The settlement panels
were submerged in vertical, horizontal and oblique positions. Investigation of bryozoan recruitment patterns
in this study showed that bryozoans were a main component of benthic organisms on the settlement
panels. The dominant bryozoans on the panels were Parasmittina sp. and some unidentified species. The
highest bryozoan recruitment rate was observed on the oblique positions. This study highlights the
importance of bryozoan studies, particularly taxonomy and ecology aspects, in the Andaman Sea for

managing marine and coastal resources.

Keywords: recruitment, bryozoa, coral reef, Andaman Sea



