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Outline

• 1) Global biodiversity research trends and Thailand’s capacity 
limitations in biodiversity research & some ‘rough’ example data

• 2) A bit about the Society for Conservation Biology (SCB)

• 3) Some future trainings with the help of SCB



A big questions…!

• What are Thailand’s current limitations regarding 

(a) biodiversity research & (b) the training of biodiversity researchers? 

(c) How do we reduce these limitations??



Global biodiversity research trends & Thailand’s 
capacity limitations in biodiversity research

• 1) Thailand probably has a relatively small community of researchers 
working on biodiversity management and conservation

Researchers in all R&D fields (UNESCO database 2014):

Thailand 974 researchers per million people

UK 4252 researchers per million people 

But we still don’t know specifically how many researchers focusing on 
biodiversity in Thailand…



Research output from Thailand probably similar to 
other middle-income countries: biodiversity 
conservation is not a high priority



A large proportion of the research conducted in 
the tropics is lead by researchers from the 
temperate zone



• Some rough data from Thailand!!
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“The species richness of PAs was projected to decline by 
∼30% in future, but the relative conservation rankings of 
individual PAs were projected to change very little. The 
preponderance of PAs in montane regions makes them well-
placed to support forest species shifting from areas at lower 
elevation that become climatically unsuitable in future. By 
contrast, the conservation value of low-elevation PAs may 
decline in future if climate conditions become unsuitable for 
species.”
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26 Citations of Klorvuttimontara et al. 2011 by country from 
google scholar
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Other examples of recent research



Hajjar, R., Oldekop, J. A., Cronkleton, P., Etue, E., Newton, P., Russel, A. 
J., ... & Agrawal, A. (2016). The data not collected on community 
forestry. Conservation Biology, 30(6), 1357-1362.

Brodie, J. F., Paxton, M., Nagulendran, K., Balamurugan, G., Clements, G. 
R., Reynolds, G., ... & Hon, J. (2016). Connecting science, policy, and 
implementation for landscape‐scale habitat connectivity. Conservation 
Biology.

Duangchantrasiri, S., Umponjan, M., Simcharoen, S., Pattanavibool, A., 
Chaiwattana, S., Maneerat, S., ... & Karanth, K. U. (2016). Dynamics of a 
low‐density tiger population in Southeast Asia in the context of improved 
law enforcement. Conservation Biology.



Tantipisanuh, N., Savini, T., Cutter, P., & Gale, G. A. (2016). 
Biodiversity gap analysis of the protected area system of the Indo-
Burma Hotspot and priorities for increasing biodiversity 
representation. Biological Conservation, 195, 203-213.

Sripanomyom, S., Round, P. D., Savini, T., Trisurat, Y., & Gale, G. A. 
(2011). Traditional salt-pans hold major concentrations of 
overwintering shorebirds in Southeast Asia. Biological 
Conservation, 144(1), 526-537.



Potential benefits with working with the SCB

• Support various forms of training…



• The need for new training on quantitative techniques…

Touchon J. C., and M. W. McCoy. 2016. The mismatch between 
current statistical practice and doctoral training in ecology. 
Ecosphere 7(8):e01394. 10.1002/ecs2.1394

http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ecs2.1394




















What is The Society for Conservation Biology 
(SCB) ?
• The Society for Conservation Biology (SCB) is an international 

professional organization which focuses on the study of factors that 
affect the maintenance, loss, and restoration of biological diversity. 

• SCB’s membership comprises a broad range of people interested in 
the conservation and study of biological diversity, including resource 
managers, educators, government and private conservation workers, 
and students. 



• There are more than 5,000 members world-wide. The Society was 
founded in Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA in 1985. 

• The mission of SCB is to advance the science and practice of 
conserving Earth's biological diversity. 



The five main goals of the SCB are: 

• (1) advocate support for, and facilitate the creation and dissemination 
of, conservation science, 

• (2) identify and support the scientific research needed to understand 
and conserve biological diversity, 

• (3) appraise scientific outputs and disseminate the highest quality 
science, 

• (4) increase application of science to management and policy and 

• (5) directly inform management and policy at local, national, regional, 
and global levels with the highest quality science. 



The Thailand Chapter of SCB

• The Thai chapter of SCB was launched in February 2017 and held its 
first meeting in which >40 researchers and students attended. 

• The hope is that through connections to the SCB parent organization 
that the Thai SCB chapter can facilitate networking and specialized 
training for students and researchers in Thailand and the region.



Regional meetings

• Katmandu 2005

• Bangalore 2012

• Melaka 2014

• Singapore 2016

• Kyrgyzstan? 2018 



Next proposed activity…

• Workshop on social science techniques…likely invited speaker

• Dr. Meredith Gore, Michigan State University



• Other trainings-
• International publication & writing clinic



• Question: what are the priorities for SCB Thailand chapter?

• e-mail: SCBThailand2017@gmail.com

• Current officers of SCB Thailand

Naruemon Tantipisanuh

Dusit Ngoprasert

Wirong Chanthorn

George A. Gale

Tommaso Savini



Conclusions

• 1) Thailand has several researchers now regularly publishing useful 
research in the top journals in the field of biodiversity conservation

• 2) However, while Thailand is participating in top quality research, it 
has a lot more potential to be a regional and global leader in the field

• 3) Continued collaboration and training will be essential for producing 
useful research and innovative young conservation scientists 



Thank you


