A brief overview on King Cobras in Thailand ¥
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Up'to 550 cm




(Ophiophagus hannah) Apex predators preying upon other snakes
VU: IUCN
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King Cobras are the only nest building snake
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King Cobra Distribution: MaxEnt and protectlon
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Map origin Thailand: 96.10° E, 4.46° N
Map origin for local area: 101.53"E, 14.19° N
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Fne-::|uenc\,~r of Capture Methods

34 mature or juvenile kings (6 female)

22 hatchling kings (not sexed)

Frequency

Active Su rveys

Notation Active Trap Active Survey Oppurtunistic Passive Trap

Opportunistic

Capture type

2013-2018 A O



Processing and Transmitter Implants
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Radio tracking

4 daily pinpoints
> 10 m from animal

Schedule 06:30, 11:00,
16:00, 20:00

Photo Documentation

Camera Setup (when
appropriate)
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Results: Sizes of Home Ranges compared to Surat Thani City Area
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Latitude

OPHAO006
2014-03-23 16:55:19

Longitude

Home Range Area (ha)

Distance Moved (km)
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=MCP: 2.37 ha =K50: 39.51 ha =K95: 169 ha
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OPHAO015
Solid line is the 95% MCP.
Outer dashed line is 95% kernel
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Results: OPHAO17 Why come back to the protected T,
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Preferred

Habitats?

Habitat Type

Adult male king cobra habitat preference
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Habitat Type

I Aquatic_agriculture
Dense Decduous Forest
Dense Evergreen Forest
Disturbed_Forest
Orchard
Other_SemiMatural Areas
Plantation

B Settlement
B Temestrial_Agriculture
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Main Questions
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Conflict: Regular Use of Human Dominated Landscapes

Location of outreach efforts
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Locations where king cobras are near
human settlement B Acitide After
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Threats: Sources of Mortality

23 king cobras studied
through radiotelemetry
2012-18

14 mortalities through the
study period.

10 of 14 are directly from
humans

2 are likely human induced
(cannot be sure)
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Survivorship over study period is low

Almost all mortality is attributable to
human activities.

Direct persecution (spite
killings/defensive killings)

Staggered entry models predict a mean
survivorship of the study period of
0.59-0.52 chance of surviving.

Snake

Survival Probability
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Take home messages:

1. King Cobras have large home ranges and regularly use unprotected areas in Sakaerat.

2. Humans are a majors source of adult king cobra mortality resulting in low adult survivorship.

3. Capacity building and education may be the only way to help king cobras coexist with humans.
4. Help us conserve king cobras by spreading the word!

chgwan KING COBRA
CONSERVANCY :r‘," ) =

https://www.thekingcobra.org/ - https://www.facebook.com/thekingcobrareport/
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Thanking All Participants
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King cobras are watching, waiting for us to choose.




