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Keystone Species
A keystone species is a species with a dramatically large
effect on an ecosystem relative to its abundance.

Migrating birds depend on
carcasses

Mountain Lion
. keystone species

Lion prevents overpopulation
of herbivores.

Lion kills support bears
emerging from
hibernation and small
mammals.

Carcass enriches soil, supporting
plants and invertebrates.

Keystone species — a species thatis
critical to the functioning of the ecosystem
because it affects the survival and abundance of
many other species
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GH RNH
Group Kind Summed rank Summed rank
score score
Birds Chicks 20 21 - .
Eggs 27 16 21 10
Reptiles Snake 38 7 —
Acanthosaura spp. 49 4 19 2 -
Draco spp. 19 23 - -
Scimcidac 42 6 19 13 1 1
Gecko 24 19 9 19
Cyelodactylus spp. 32 10 13 17
Amphibians Ranidae 52 1 32 4
Fishes Fishes 32 10 14 16
Mollusks Cyclophorus spp. 37 8 30 5
Insects Cicadidac 1 51 3 38 2
Cicadidae 2 - . 35 3 - =
Gryllidae - 2s 1 18 GH(H'=1.58) RNH (H'=2.00)
Orthoptera | 20 21 2 8 Family No. of Quantity consumed No. of Quantity consumed
Orthoptera 2 N v ’ species  (&/day) (%) species  (2/day) (%)
Copris spp. 18 24 16 14
Scarabacidac 1 30 14 27 6 Annonaceae 1 68.3 223 1 74.5 33.2
" ; 45 5 20 11
f.'i;‘l’d‘::"" ren 6 ,- ) Lauraceae 2 24.9 8.2 4 83.4 37.1
Other Scarabacidae v v v v Myristicaceae 1 14.7 48 2 40.5 18.0
Other insects U U U U
:2%&; Crabs 52 " 40 q Meliaceae 4 16.9 5.6 5 13.5 6.0
Scalopendha wp- o 2 * ! Moraceae 5 174.9 57.3 3 11.7 5.2
Julidae 37 8 15 15
Sphacotheriidac 26 18 - Myrtaceae 1 5.0 1.6 0 0 0
Scorpionidae - - 9 19
Arachneidss | 25 2 Burseraceae 1 0.5 0.2 0 0 0
Arachneidae 2 7 = Elaeagnaceae 0 0 0 1 0.8 0.4
Annelids Earthworm U U
Miscellaneous  Pheretima spp. 30 14 . Olacaceae 0 0 0 1 02 0.1
Larvae 3 12 22 8
Catepilier - 6 i . Total 15 305.2 100.0 17 224.6 100.0
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